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The diarists, autobiographers, and memoir-writers of
this present period will leave a very different picture for
posterity's enlightenment* Their books refer to the
Press in tones of regret or derision. Of the popular
newspapers, those which circulate all over the country
and are sold by the million, they are frankly contemp-
tuous. Of certain others they speak with a lingering
respect, but do not credit the Press, as a whole, with
influence on political events or social changes*

No more than a slight acquaintance with newspaper
production is needed to explain this. In the offices of
forty years ago the editor was supreme. He stood for
the paper. Editorial policy was all-important* The
editorial department was the only one that existed in the
popular imagination*